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ENVIRONMENT

John Frost, Penny Smith and David Prew
will be pleased to act for you personally 

in relation to your house move, 
the sale or purchase of a business, 
the preparation of your will and

Inheritance Tax planning or
probate/inheritance matters.

3 WEST STREET
EMSWORTH

HANTS PO10 7DX

TEL: (01243) 377231
FAX: (01243) 378114

Your Local Electricians
Serving Central South

HAWTHORN ELECTRICS LIMITED
Electricians & Electrical Contractors

● All Work Guaranteed

● House Rewiring

● Security Lighting

● Test and Inspection
to B.S. 7671

● Free Quotations

● Storage Heating

● Construction Site 
Installations

● Industrial Installations

FOR QUALITY SERVICE CALL

01243 372988
16/18 West Street, Emsworth, Hants PO10 7DY
Fax: 01243 375231 www.electricalworks.co.uk

enquiries@electricalworks.co.uk

HELEN’S
AIRPORT CARS LTD.

www.airporttaxis.co.uk

Emsworth - Havant - Southbourne - Bosham -
Chichester - Westbourne - Itchenor - Horndean
The Mardens - Petersfield - Liss - The Hartings
Midhurst - Selsey - Liphook - The Witterings

Large Fleet of Reliable Taxis & Couriers

All Non-smokers All Long Distance

01243 868999
Door to Door can often cost less than rail or airport parking!

We have a Driver near You!
Our Drivers & Vehicles are fully licensed and properly insured

wild woods and the folklore surrounding these wild places was amply demonstrated
as he not only identified a wide variety of trees but also explained their medicinal uses
and practical application of the varied natural resources trees supply. A glorious
journey through Hollybank Woods celebrating ancient mythology, storytelling,
traditions, tree lore and the symbolic nature of trees.

Bat Walk
In excess of 50 people, many of whom were children, turned out at 9pm on 21st July
for the annual Hollybank Woods Bat Walk, famed for its good turn out ... and … no
bats! This year, we hatched a cunning plan to bring Hollybank’s bat population out
for all to see. In the former Hollybank Lodge house clearing, two moth traps were set
up. Not only did this give the opportunity so see some of the varied and exotic moths
which inhabit the woodland, but also to draw in insects for the bats to feed on. As
usual, however, we had two fleeting glimpses of Pipistrelle bats only! Despite only
picking up a couple of Pipistrelle with the aid of a bat detector box on the far edge
of the clearing, one of the most interesting sounds came from a Cricket with an
amazing high frequency rubbing of the back legs!

The moth traps, however, provided an endless stream of moths for identification,
and everyone threw themselves into the task of collecting, identification and obser-
vation. Many thanks to Mike Perry and his team from Chichester Natural History
Society for their expert identification. One of the most magnificent catches was that
of a Privet Hawk-moth, Britain’s largest. With so many children present it was great
to see the enthusiasm they added to the evening event. 

Damage to Emsworth’s nature conservation areas
Frances Jannaway

Over the summer, a series of incidents
occurred in all three nature conservation
areas in Emsworth causing damage to
both trees and wildlife. In Nore Barn
Woods, the fires and vandalism came to a
head on 20 July when a dozen trees were
sawn down, and a den and a fire built.
The photo shows the damaged trees.

In Hollybank Woods, the fire brigade
has been called out throughout the year,
including in late August to put out a large
fire in the meadow area on the western
side of the woods. Problems with litter, especially cans and bottles, were worse over
the Food Festival weekend in September when several trees were also hacked down
and a large fire lit.

Brook Meadow also came under attack when many of the lower branches of
our famous Wishing Tree were hacked off on 18 August. In addition, the fence at
the Seagull Lane entrance was vandalised over the Food Festival weekend.

All these incidents have been reported to the Police and our beat officer PC Lisa
Jones has been active in following up the situation. 

Please help the volunteers who look after these special wildlife areas in
Emsworth by reporting any inappropriate activities you see happening to the Police
on 0845 0454545, or by contacting a committee member of the appropriate group
(see page 6 Groups and Societies under Nature Conservation).

Borough is a Blooming Success
Silver award for Havant 

in ‘Borough in Bloom 2006’
Adapted from HBC press release

The aim of the ‘Borough in Bloom’ competition is for communities to make lasting
improvements to their neighbourhood. The competition focuses on both horticultural
enthusiasm and community involvement, with special interest being paid to seasonal
planting, conservation, recycling, and initiatives to reduce litter, graffiti and vandalism.
Judging took place in July with an award ceremony at the Civic Offices on 19th
September.

“As a first time entrant, Havant pulled out all the stops and were an enthusiastic
team, interested in promoting their patch”, said the judges of Britain in Bloom. They
gave Havant praise for the maintenance of all bedding displays, individual garden
displays, cleanliness of the town centres and other areas, the approach to sponsor-
ship of roundabouts and their sustainable displays and a good relationship with the
media in promoting the event.

After winning the Silver Award in the Large Town/Small City Category South
and South East in Bloom, Freda Devonshire, the Borough Council’s Open Spaces
Development Manager said: “We would like to thank the public, voluntary groups
and our partners for participating in Borough in Bloom because without their
support we would never have been able to achieve this standard in our first year”.

Five special awards were also achieved across the Borough. One of these was a
‘Certificate of Excellence’ awarded to the Brook Meadow Conservation Group in
Emsworth for their work in involving the community to preserve and develop Brook
Meadow as a local nature reserve. 

Overall the judges cited the borough as a good example of work in progress and
felt there was great potential to progress to Silver Gilt award and beyond. The
Borough Council will certainly be entering again and hopes that even more people
will want to take part next year.

Rebuilding the A27 junction at Harts Farm Way
Richard Jannaway

The explanation on the HBC website for the road building work on the A27 junction
at Broadmarsh is that it is being provided by the Highways Agency and SEEDA to
further develop the exceptionally successful Broadmarsh business area. 

Is the current business park the only reason for improving the junction? 
For years there has been a plan to turn the land to the west of the industrial area

into a huge multi-million-pound marina with luxury apartments, flats, shops and
leisure facilities. In 2004, the Planning Inspector threw out these plans and the site
was subsequently designated in the Local Plan for nature conservation. 

Earlier this year, agreement was reached between two Havant Borough Council
boards and Hampshire Wildlife Trust on a plan to manage the site until 2010. 

However, more than six months later, HBC’s Executive had still not given its
final approval to the management plan. Why not?

It would seem from the Core Strategy Consultation Paper (the first stage of the
new Local Development Framework which will replace the Local Plan in 2010) that
the protagonists for a marina development have not gone away and the ideas for a
marina, housing and hotels have re-emerged. Both the tourist development and the
housing appear in different places in this consultation document. They are proposed
as clear options in the questionnaire sent out to consultees. There are no alternative
options on offer, such as continuing the nature conservation status and developing
this for low impact tourism.

The Executive seems to be trying to wear down the opposition by repeating the
proposals until they give up. The sheer scale of the rebuilt A27 junction can be seen
as evidence for this.

Tree Walk
On Sunday 16th July, 25 people, including a good number of children, attended a
Tree Walk in Hollybank Woods. Jonathon Huet, the founder of ‘Walk with Trees’ led
the walk.  Jonathon’s extensive knowledge of the fascinating history of our beautiful

Where have all the trees gone?
Richard Jannaway

The tree cover behind the eastbound platform of Emsworth station was totally deci-
mated by contractors in August. Passengers waiting for the train used to be able to
look down into a green oasis full of bird life. Now the view is more like a battlefield
and there is no protection whatever from the north wind. 

No doubt Network Rail will blame ‘leaves on the line’ and in some places
reasonable clearance is undoubtedly necessary but surely such drastic action is
totally over the top. 

One benefit, for those who like
such things, will be the uninterrupt-
ed view of the construction site when
the new road to the A27 develop-
ment is being built! Is there a case
for passengers to demand ear-muffs
from Network Rail in compensation?

Address your comments to:
Network Rail, 40 Melton Street,
London NW1 2EE Tel: 020 7557
8000 Fax: 020 7557 9000.

Belcher Frost
S O L I C I T O R S

Looking for
a good quality
Decorator?

• 12 month guarantee
(workmanship & product)*

• Approved by Dulux Trade
• £2m Public Liability Insurance
• Respectful of your home
* Using Dulux Trade products

For peace of mind call

M.J.Lane Decorating Services
Tel:  01243 378260
Mob: 07771 694410

stephen g. webb ltd.
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

woodworks :
• FURNITURE
• KITCHENS
• STAIRS
• WINDOWS
• DOORS

www.stephengwebb.co.uk
Telephone: 01243 379309

Unit 12D  z The Wren Centre
Westbourne z Hants PO10 7SU

ABSOLUTE COUNSELLING
HUMANISTIC 

GROUP PRACTICE
Dip. MBACP

Professional, Confidential, Friendly &
Supportive Counselling For Individuals

Helping People to Heal Themselves
On a Range of Issues

Such As

Bereavement, Anxiety, Stress, Depression,
Emotional Problems, 

Eating disorders, Addictions

Practices In Various Locations

TEL: 023 9264 0814
MOBILE: 07748 940893

Vandalised trees in Nore Barn Woods

Jonathon Huet: Folklore in the woods

Friends of Hollybank Woods organise two popular walks in the woods
John Bond and Andrew Brook

 


