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Special Feature - getting around in Emsworth and beyond

Soles of Emsworth
high quality shoe repairs

key cutting - watch repairs - engraving
46 High Street Emsworth
Tel: 01243 376747

“Your friendly
shoe repairer”

Southern tyre and attery service

‘BEBE

on all makes of vehicle |
MOT’s /
recovery service

free local collection
and delivery

Exhausts tyres and

batteries
Competitive rates.

Unit 2, Palmers Road
Emsworth

PO10 7DL

01243 376411

07976 270380

www.southerntyres.co.uk

EXL Training

for a safer working environment

Here at EXL we understand the
importance of everyone knowing
basic First Aid skills and wish to offer
First Aid Courses for anyone who
wants to learn the basic skills of First
Aid - whether it is for your place of
work or at home.

We will be holding the following

courses in Emsworth,
throughout 2008.
Emergency First Aid | 4th February
for the workplace 7th April
or home 2nd June
4th August
Course Price: 6th October

£70 per person 1st December
HSE Approved 5th-8th February
4 Day 1st-4th April
First Aid at Work 3rd-6th June

5th-8th August
7th-10th October
2nd-5th December

Course Price:
£180 per person

For further info or to make a booking
please call

02392 483283

visit www.exlItraining.co.uk
or email
exl.training@btconnect.com

The environmental, health and increasingly
economic benefits to be gained from walking and
cycling instead of using the motor car are well
known. Emsworth is becoming more congested, and
is likely to become more so if plans for increased
house building are implemented. It was for these
reasons that Emsworth Community Board recently
conducted a survey of the main pedestrian and cycle
routes into and around the town — technically known
as a Community Street Audit (CSA).

Street Audit Findings

Emsworth has already benefitted from recent projects to improve
walking and cycling routes through the town; notably the Liveability
project funded by Central Government and the Town Access project
funded by Hampshire County Council. These have resulted in much
improved pavements, subway, A259 crossing and cycle lanes. Never-
theless, the CSA identified many additional problems faced by walkers
and cyclists.

The North—South divide

Travel from the northern parts of Emsworth into the town centre is
restricted for the disabled and potentially dangerous for cyclists. The
problems posed by the railway bridge in North Street are well known.
The consequences are greater car usage and potential loss of business
for town centre shops. This situation will worsen as new development
occurs in the northern part of Emsworth, although such development
might provide funding for improvements.

Some works to improve north - south access could be made relatively
easily and have been identified in the CSA findings. However, widening
the access under the railway bridge would be a major strategic project
and may not be achievable in the near future. For this reason, it is
essential that the alternative route using the Washington Road under-
pass is improved and established as a shared use route for both cyclists
and pedestrians. Once this alternative route is established, it needs to be
protected against any impediments caused by the proposed A27
(Interbridges West) industrial development. (see page 4)

Safe Routes to School

The identification of safer routes to and between schools was performed
some time ago by parents and teachers. These routes have been agreed
by Havant Borough Council and Hampshire County Council but the
works needed to implement them in their entirety still await funding
and are long overdue.

Needed improvements include (i) the widening and shared use
designation of the path alongside the A259 between Selangor Avenue
and Warblington roundabout and (ii) similar work to complete the route
to St James’ School through Hollybank recreation ground.

Cycle Lanes
Cycle lanes were implemented along the main access roads into Emsworth
several years ago but important sections were omitted at the points of
greatest need.

The recent repair and extension of the eastbound A259 cycle lane is
much welcomed but in other sections the surface is disintegrating due to
lack of maintenance funding. Similar improvements to the west-bound
A259 cycle lane are also needed. Another well-known danger point is
the missing section of cycle lane in Southleigh Road as it enters Denvilles.
The many “reluctant” cyclists will never be tempted out of their cars
until such danger points have been eliminated.

We know from interviews with local residents that
more of them would cycle or walk into Emsworth if
it were made easier and safer to do so. Therefore, the
Street Audit aimed to identify road and path
conditions which discouraged walking and cycling,
particularly those which represented safety hazards.
A complete schedule of the issues identified can be
found in the Street Audit report which is available
on the ERA and ECB websites.
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enjoying the extension of the
eastbound A259 cycle lane

How the audit was performed

The Community Street Audit was managed by members of Emsworth
Community Board and supported by a team of volunteers drawn from
Emsworth residents. The audit process comprised two activities: (i) the
collection of views from residents, including those with disabilities,
and (ii) a walking and cycling survey of selected routes in Emsworth.

Views and comments on cycling issues had already been obtained
from 22 people who attended a Green Living Fair in November 2006.
24 other people provided comments in response to articles in the local
press. These comments were used to help identify the routes to be
surveyed, and the types of issue to be included in the audit.

Advice on the project was provided by transport officers from
Hampshire County Council and Havant Borough Council. Plans for the
audit comprised a list of 18 route sections to be surveyed, an audit
checklist and an audit reporting form.

Teams of 3 or 4 volunteers then walked and cycled the selected
routes, noted any issues raised by the checklist and took photographs to
illustrate the issues they reported. The survey findings were then
consolidated with the earlier comments from residents, categorised and
prioritised into a list of 51 issues. This list of detailed findings, as well
as the checklist, survey routes and other details can all be seen in the
Street Audit report which is available on the ERA and ECB websites.

BATHROOMS

www.churchers.co.

Praviding an excellent service both to you and your business.

- Conveyancing - Company & Commercial - Personal Injury -

- Family & Child Law - Criminal - Wills & Probate -

Driftwood Cafe

Emsworth

e Breakfasts
* Light lunches
e Afternoon teas

Open 9 am to 5 pm
1] Monday to Saturday
Churchers

44 High Street
01243 377373




