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What is a Design Statement ?

A Design Statement records the distinctive character of a
village/small town and its relationship with the surrounding
environment. It defines design principles or guidelines which
have the objective of maintaining or enhancing this distinctive
character.

The Design Statement process is initiated, managed and
undertaken by members of the community and funding has to
be raised.

The Design Statement is submitted to and approved by the local
planning authority.

Scope of the

Emsworth Design Statement (EDS)

There has been significant change in planning processes since
the EDS project started five years ago and as a result the
permitted role and scope of a Design Statement has changed,
not least in its status and ‘authority’. For Havant Borough
Council (HBC) to adopt the EDS as a material consideration for
Development Control purposes within the Planning Department
some content needed to be removed and Design Points needed
to be redrafted as Design Considerations. Much of the excluded
material relates to planning policy requirements, which are now
matters for the Local Development Framework (LDF), which will
replace the Local Plan (LP).

The purpose of the EDS is to contribute to the protection and
wherever possible the enhancement of the human, economic,
structural and environmental qualities identified by the project
so that Emsworth continues to be a thriving community in an
attractive setting.

Change is inevitable, but the objective of a Design Statement is
to help channel this change constructively, giving guidance on
what is considered important by the community to those
involved in planning and development decisions. It should also
provide an information source for members of the community
when they wish to comment on proposals.

Given the wealth of character that can be found throughout
Emsworth it is considered essential to consider more than the
historic core. In many cases it has proved possible to specify
individual Design Considerations in such a way that they should
be applicable throughout Emsworth. Though it is not possible
to focus in detail on individual features, properties or streets in
the same way as would be the case for smaller communities, it
is believed that the range of photos should provide a good
introduction to Emsworth'’s character. Particular care has been
taken to ensure that the end result reflects important and
widely held views of the community and not just those of the
core group.



Stages in Development of EDS

The project was initiated by the Emsworth Residents
Association (ERA).

It was then established as an independent organisation, within
the ERA with its own committee. Funding, which had to be
specifically raised for the project, was provided by local
businesses, Hampshire County Council (HCC), Chichester
Harbour Conservancy (CHC) and "Awards for All" Lottery Fund.
At the start there were a number of general meetings and a
small exhibition; these set the framework and identified
volunteers. Since then the bulk of the work has been
undertaken by a core team of about 12-15 people.
The wider community has had a number of formal opportunities
to provide input via the initial public meetings, a questionnaire,
the exhibition of an early draft and the
ratification.
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Regular updates were provided in The EMS, a quarterly
newsletter published by the ERA, and delivered free to all
households. Updates were posted on the website and stands
set up at local functions.

Advice was sought from specific individuals and outside bodies,
including HBC Planning Staff, CHC Staff and Planning Aid
South.

The approach was to identify what was particularly valued
about Emsworth as well as potential opportunities and threats;
based on this, topics and Design Considerations

were identified.
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Emsworth in Brief

Emsworth is a picturesque and historic small harbourside town,
which is well integrated into an attractive landscape.

The establishment of the market square in the 13th century
triggered the start of the Emsworth we see today. However,
Emsworth is more than just its historic core. The ward boundary
(see Map 1 on inside cover) has been taken to define the
physical area covered by this document. Warblington, Lumley,
Hermitage and those living in areas surrounding Emsworth (see
Map 2 on page 2) also feel part of Emsworth even though
outside the ward.

Emsworth’s eastern border is the Sussex county boundary.

This means that on occasions Emsworth residents feel that
planning decisions, impacting on their town, are taken by
authorities who do not necessarily have their interests at heart.

Emsworth feels like a village and is regarded as such but in fact
it is a small town. It is a thriving community highly valued by its
residents, those who come to work here and the many visitors
from the surrounding area and wider afield.

Emsworth has expanded over the years without losing its
integrity and character. It has retained its community spirit
without which any collection of buildings, no matter how
beautiful, could be nothing more than a museum. There is
widespread concern that Emsworth and its community could be
adversely impacted by inappropriate developments and other
potentially damaging changes. It is hoped that this document
will enable the best possible outcome for Emsworth and its
community during a period of great change and dramatically
increasing pressure for further expansion.







1 Landscape Setting

Emsworth, a small waterside town in the South of England, is
set on a flat coastal plain at the head of Emsworth Channel,
one of the main arms of Chichester Harbour. The surrounding
landscape and seascape give Emsworth a very clear sense of
place combined with scenic quality and local distinctiveness. It
is surrounded on three sides, by woodland to the north, a river
valley in the east and farmland in the west. The settlement is
an attractive feature well integrated into the landscape. Parts
of Emsworth and its surroundings fall within the Chichester
Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

Map 2 opposite shows Emsworth and its neighbouring
settlements.

Characteristic Landscape Features

In a survey of residents (February 2004), 95% of respondents valued
the open spaces surrounding Emsworth. They are fundamental to the
identity and character of the settlement, giving a strong sense of
place and contributing to the quality of life.

Emsworth is located towards the western edge of the
Havant/Chichester section of the South Coast Plain. This is a flat open
plain with rich high-grade soils (grades 1-3) in the west and lower
grade soils (grades 3-4) in the north and east. Most of the high-grade
soils are under cultivation either for arable crops or for market
gardening, mostly flowers, including an extensive glasshouse
complex at Denvilles, a prominent feature in this open flat landscape
(page 4, photo 1), while most of the lower grade soils support
woodland (north) and pastureland (east).

Strong features of the landscape around Emsworth include
predominantly broadleaved woodland, large open arable fields
bounded along the main roads by substantial hawthorn hedgerows
(in the northwest), copses, small groups of mature trees in parkland
and medium-sized pasture fields divided by hedgerows. To the east
the River Ems stream corridor forms an important part of the
landscape character. The valley is mostly unimproved grassland used
for grazing. A network of watercourses, some associated with the old
mills, others with irrigation and watercress beds divide the meadows
into small lush areas. A public footpath runs across this grazing land
linking Emsworth with Westbourne. For part of its course, the Ems
forms both the Borough and County boundary. Thorney Island to the
south-east is an open, low lying grassland peninsula with few field
boundaries bringing a sense of remoteness and a wilderness quality
to the harbour edges (Photo 6). The undeveloped character of this
area is almost unique on the south coast.

The Harbour's outstanding quality is due to its unique blend of land
and sea, especially the combination of large-scale open water areas
and intimate creeks. Low tide exposes mud flats and salt-marsh,
creating a wide-open remote wilderness.

The Havant Borough Townscape, Landscape and Seascape Character
Assessment, February 2007 (HBLCA) is an integrated assessment of
the rural and urban landscape and seascape to inform the emerging
Havant Local Development Framework. (See footnote 1)

The Landscape Character Assessment identifies six locally distinctive
Landscape Character Areas (LCAs) within Emsworth. Three of these
areas are townscape (Historic Core, New Brighton and Western
Suburbs) and three are landscape (Southleigh Forest, Southleigh
Agricultural Plain, and part of Warblington Plain).

In addition to describing the key characteristics of each of these
LCAs, which include landform, biodiversity, history, tranquillity, access,
openness and visibility, specific local key issues are identified.

Some of the key issues affecting the landscape around Emsworth
include:

® |oss of boundary hedgerows leading to large fields

® unmanaged or waste land on the edges of urban areas has an
adverse effect on the landscape

® visual impact of the proposed employment site (adjacent to the
A27) on the northern part of Emsworth

® encroachment of urban character into adjacent open rural areas,
especially east of Denvilles and east of Redlands Lane

e erosion of former Church Path between Emsworth and
Warblington at stream outfall (bottom of Warblington Road)

e intensive use of farmland for horse grazing resulting in
overgrazing and degradation of the landscape.

The landscape strategy recommended for all 6 LCAs is to conserve,
restore and/or enhance the local character and specific land
management guidelines are given for each of the landscape LCAs.
The Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
Landscape Character Assessment (2005) also gives examples of
planning land management guidelines some of which are given
below under the sub-section ‘A Sustainable Landscape’.

Design Considerations

1 The characteristic landscape features of Emsworth
including wooded shoreline, open coastal plain,
broadleaved woodland and small hedgerow-bound fields.

2 Trees and hedgerows bordering open spaces, which
protect the rural nature of these areas and screen new
development.

3 Woodland, which provides a buffer to the urban
environment.

Footnote 1

"The diverse range of habitats across Havant Borough is testament to the long and
complex interaction of the physical environment with the people who have settled and
shaped the landscape. The future protection and enhancement of the rich biodiversity
resource is essential for the future landscape character of the Borough” HBLCA 2007.

Pictures opposite show some of Emsworth’s landscape features:

1,2 To the north lies Hollybank Woods, part of Southleigh Forest
and the ancient Forest of Bere. This is the largest unspoilt
natural area within Emsworth forming the wooded skyline to
the north.

3,4 The River Ems valley on the eastern fringe with a mixture of
arable and pasture arranged in small hedgerow-bound fields
marks the border with West Sussex.

5,6,7,8 The Harbour lies to the south with two millponds reaching
into the heart of the urban area on both sides of the historic
town centre. Large expanses of open water alternate with
mudflats at low tide.

9 The wooded shoreline at Nore Barn Woods is characteristic
of the shoreline around Chichester Harbour.

10,11  To the west, open countryside mainly consisting of large open
fields of arable farmland with few hedgerows provides a clear
separation from the larger urban area of Havant.
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Map 2. Emsworth and neighbouring settlements

Maps are based on Ordnance Survey data
provided by HBC. "© Crown Copyright.
All rights reserved (LA100019217) (2006)."




Landscape Setting - continued

Views

Nine views are identified in the text below and are illustrated
opposite. The location and orientation of the viewpoints are shown
on Map 3.

Within and around Emsworth, glimpses of Harbour (8), millponds (4),
open fields (3) and woods give a rural feel to the built environment.
Residents and visitors particularly value the views of Emsworth from
the water and coastal paths (6 & 7). Open spaces are windows out
onto views.

The open, mainly unspoilt views across to Thorney Island within West
Sussex (5) are important in maintaining a natural environment for
Chichester Harbour as a setting for Emsworth. Except for the
footpath along the foreshore, views of the Harbour are limited to the
few roads which lead down to the waterside (8).

In the east, trees adjacent to the River Ems result in an enclosed
landscape with intermittent views from the footpath further north
across the Ems valley towards the South Downs (3). Long open views
across the agricultural plain can be seen from the junction of
Horndean and Southleigh Roads (1).

Due to the flat landscape, views are limited along most of the roads
and streets of the urban environment. Hollybank Woods provides
containment to the north, with the trees giving a visual backdrop to
the housing along the northern edge. Short-range views are possible
where the urban edge abuts Hollybank Woods. In the north-east,
there are views from the road out towards Westbourne across open
agricultural land (2). In the south west, the old Church Path provides
a dramatic view of Warblington Castle (9).

Design Considerations

4 The quality and character of Emsworth’s landscape setting
and associated views from within Emsworth and the
Harbour.

5 Emsworth’s role as an attractive settlement within the
landscape.

6 A street-scene illustration of a new development project
would establish its overall impact on the surroundings,
particularly the Emsworth skyline.

Map 3.

Location and orientation of views pictured opposite.

Maps are based on Ordnance Survey data provided by HBC. "© Crown Copyright.
All rights reserved (LA100019217) (2006)."



Views

To the west across arable farmland to Warblington Castle. Rural view of Westbourne Church spire east across open farmland.

Pastureland in Ems valley from eastern urban fringe with
Long view from coastal path across Chichester Harbour to Hayling Island. ~ South Downs in distance.

Emsworth panorama from Hayling Island with South Downs as backdrop. ~ Open expanse of water over Peter Pond from A259.

Emsworth panorama from Thorney Island coastal path. Emsworth Harbour towards Thorney Island from bottom of South Street.



Landscape Setting - continued

Nature Conservation Areas and

‘wildlife corridors’

The open spaces around Emsworth provide valuable wildlife habitats.
In the 2004 survey, 87% of respondents considered nature
conservation areas to be highly important features contributing to
the distinctive character of Emsworth. Several areas are supported by
local voluntary groups in conjunction with environmental
organisations such as Hampshire Wildlife Trust and the Environment
Agency. The extension of such schemes needs support and
encouragement.

Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) is an important habitat for wildfowl with national, european
and international significance, namely: Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (national designation), Special Protection Area for Birds, (EU
Directive) and Ramsar wetland (international treaty to conserve
wetlands all over the world). It is also part of the Solent Maritime
European Site “Special Area of Conservation” (Habitats Directive). It
is this incredible diversity of estuarine habitats, and birds in particular
that makes this coastline so important.

In addition, several other areas are of particular significance for
nature conservation. Most are Sites of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINCs) or their equivalent and/or are part of Chichester
Harbour AONB. (see Map 4: Locations of Nature Conservation Areas
and SINCs)

Hollybank Woods is a very large area (61 hectares) of mainly
deciduous broadleaved woodland, part of the larger Southleigh
Forest and the ancient Forest of Bere. (Photos 1 and 2) Several
ancient woodland indicators have been recorded as well as several
species of bats, 3 species of orchid and native bluebells. The woods
are a local site for nesting buzzards and over 170 species of moths
including several rare species. Numerous small streams flow through
these woods.

Brook Meadow is an area of neutral unimproved grassland, which
is becoming increasingly scarce nationally. Notable species found
here include Water Voles, the most endangered mammal in Britain, 7
old meadow indicators and a nationally scarce sedge, with over 300
flowering plants. The River Ems which flows through Brook Meadow
provides the specific habitat of a chalk river. (Photo 3)

Peter Pond and Slipper Mill Pond are two semi-saline lagoons
with a large variety of birds, several species of fish and 2 nationally
scarce invertebrates. Lumley Stream and Hermitage Ditch feed into

the northern part of Peter Pond. (Photos 4 and 5)

Town Mill Pond is a semi-saline lagoon in the centre of Emsworth
with a large variety of birds including swans, ducks, gulls and other
seabirds. The Westbrook, a small stream, which drains land to the
north flows into the Mill Pond. (Photo 6)

Nore Barn Woods has two areas of woodland, one colonised and
the other semi-natural. The wooded shoreline is a characteristic
feature of Chichester Harbour. Although not designated as ancient
woodland, it has 8 ancient woodland indicators. There are a few
areas of salt marsh along the southern edge. Over 40 species of birds
have been recorded on the adjacent mud flats. (Photo 7)

"Westbrook Meadows" is privately owned grazing land.
(Page 10, Photo 3)

Wildlife corridor

The pastureland along the Ems stream corridor on the eastern fringe
of Emsworth, Brook Meadow, Peter Pond and Slipper Mill Pond form
a 'wildlife corridor’ linking the countryside to the north with the
Harbour in the south. (See map opposite)

Local Nature Reserves

Brook Meadow has recently (March 2008) been designated as a
Local Nature Reserve by Natural England (previously English Nature).

Boundaries between urban environment and nature
conservation areas

It is especially important that the boundaries between the urban
environment and nature conservation areas are enhanced and
properly maintained. Features such as kissing gates, stiles, bridges
and interpretation boards indicate that these are special and valued
areas while hedgerows and wooded areas provide a buffer to the
urban environment as well as important wildlife habitats.

Pressures on wildlife and nature conservation areas

Nature conservation areas in and around Emsworth have

considerable wildlife value which are afforded some protection by

their SINC and/or AONB designation but are vulnerable to:

e encroachment by development, especially into Hollybank Woods,
Nore Barn Woods and Brook Meadow.

® attenuation of adjoining wildlife corridors, especially the
pastureland along the Ems valley on the eastern fringe of
Emsworth.

® increasing pressure of public use, especially in Hollybank Woods,
Nore Barn Woods and Brook Meadow.

Design Considerations

7 Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation and
associated wildlife corridors in and around Emsworth.

8 Maintenance and enhancement of boundaries between
urban areas and these nature conservation areas.

9 The importance of coastal habitats within the AONB.
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Landscape Setting - continued

Recreation Design Considerations

The green spaces and harbour bordering Emsworth are greatly valued

by residents and visitors alike and fulfil an important recreational 10 The informal and rural nature of open spaces in and
need contributing to quality of life. Much of this space is readily around Emsworth.

accessible to the public, providing opportunities for relaxation,

leisure, sport and education. Local schools use some of the green 11 The informal and semi-rural character of foot and cycle

spaces as their ‘outdoor classroom’. ways in keeping ‘_’Vith their_surrourjdings. )
The use of surfacing materials which complement this
Access to Countryside character.

A number of key footpaths pass through these open spaces. On
occasions there can be a conflict between the needs of the various
user groups such as pedestrians and cyclists. The concept of multi-use
paths needs to be interpreted sensitively to minimise this conflict.
The HBC Open Spaces Plan seeks to increase cycle access to open
spaces.

The attractive Harbour edge is highly accessible. The Wayfarers'
Walk, which starts in Emsworth, follows the popular foreshore path,
which has a rural character much valued by residents. The path is
narrow and informal, edged on the landward side by long gardens.
The Wayfarer's Walk then passes along the northern edge of Nore
Barn Woods. Horse riders are directed to the south along a short
permissive bridleway.

The southern section of the Sussex Border Path passes along the Ems
stream corridor linking Emsworth town centre with Westbourne to
the north.

Hollybank Woods in the north is very accessible with numerous
footpaths through the woods linking up with the Sussex Border Path
with a bridleway running from the northern end of Hollybank Lane to
Emsworth Common Road.

Harbour facilities

As one of the UK's foremost sailing centres, Chichester Harbour is
well used by local people and visitors. The leisure opportunities
provided by the Harbour in Emsworth are highly valued by residents:
96% of respondents to the 2004 survey valued the Harbour and
waterfront and 58% said they used the Harbour facilities.

Dinghies and smaller boats can be launched and retrieved from
slipways in South Street and King Street as well as at Emsworth
Sailing Club and various points along the foreshore. Larger vessels
can be lifted in/out at the Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club quay, and
the Marina. The pontoon, which runs into the Harbour off the Mill
Pond wall allows pedestrian and wheelchair access to vessels.
Within Emsworth itself, the Town Mill Pond is an additional valuable
resource. As well as providing a beautiful waterside environment
where people can stroll and view the swans and other water birds, it
provides a safe environment for introducing young children to
sailing.



Recreation

School field trip
in Brook Meadow.

e Popular rural footpath
— '} between Emsworth and Westbourne.
ayfarers 4
Walk K
around the
north of
Nore Barn &4}
Woods.

Runners using Wayfarers Walk.

Various water activities.



Landscape Setting - continued

A Sustainable Landscape

The countryside around Emsworth is on the urban fringe. This provides
valuable opportunities for access and recreation but means that it is
vulnerable to encroachment by development and increasing pressure
from public access. Space is already at a premium for outdoor leisure
facilities and developing these could urbanise the landscape.

Landscape and countryside management

Local people are involved in a range of nature conservation groups
within Emsworth and its surroundings. As well as supporting the
habitat itself the various voluntary groups that manage these areas
play a large part in raising public awareness about wildlife
conservation by organising leisure and educational activities for local
children, including schools, as well as the wider community (e.g.
Hollybank Woods and Brook Meadow groups). (Photos 1 and 2)
There are Government initiatives, such as agri-environment schemes
and other land management regimes, which support landowners in
managing the landscape for wildlife. This could involve planting
hedgerows and native trees and farming land for wildlife. There are
some potentially valuable areas within Emsworth which are not being
effectively managed for wildlife and are in danger of being degraded.
Privately owned rough grazing land to the west of the Emsworth
recreation ground, known locally as ‘Westbrook Meadows', is a good
example of a valuable habitat with SINC status, which is being
overgrazed by horses. (Photo 3)

In some areas strips of countryside bordering the road could be
enhanced to better define the countryside. (See Maps 5a and 5b
opposite for possible locations). In other areas groups of trees may
merit TPOs (e.g. in the area surrounding the roundabout at the
junction of Southleigh Road and New Brighton Road.)

Public access

Increased access gives rise not only to wear and tear and disturbance
of wildlife but also, sadly, to increased levels of litter and vandalism
(Photo 4). Many of the key footpaths pass through important wildlife
habitats as already described. Conflicts can therefore arise between
improving public access for all and protecting wildlife habitats.

Water pollution

The watercourses, mill ponds and Harbour - important for wildlife and
recreation - are very sensitive to pollution, especially as the River Ems
is comparatively unpolluted and is the most bio-diverse chalk river in
Hampshire and West Sussex. Pollution from whatever source
(agricultural, industrial, residential or marine) could do irreparable
damage to wildlife and to the safety and enjoyment of water sports in
the Harbour and in the Town Mill Pond. The Westbrook which flows
across arable land to the north west of Emsworth enters Chichester
Harbour AONB at the Town Mill Pond. The River Ems flows through
arable and pastureland to the north before entering Brook Meadow
bounded by a small industrial estate in the west (Photo 5), eventually
entering Chichester Harbour AONB at Dolphin Quay. The Lumley
Stream and millrace pass through both farmland and residential areas
in the east before entering Chichester Harbour AONB at Peter Pond.
Peter Pond also has an inlet from a new development just over the
border in West Sussex.

Climate change

When making decisions and establishing policy concerning the
coastline there is a need to balance the needs of both people and the
environment. The policy as to whether to protect a particular area of
coastline or not will be established through the development of the
“North Solent Shoreline Management Plan” and recommendations for
implementation through the “Portchester to Emsworth Coastal
Defence Strategy Plan”. Both these documents are yet to be finalised.
Where coastal defences are proposed, compliance with the European
Birds and Habitats Directive is to be encouraged.

Design Considerations

12 Sensitive management of public access to these open
spaces in ways which would help to sustain their rural
qualities.

13 Minimise the visual impact of buildings and the physical
impact of increased access. Use of permeable surfaces
such as gravel, etc. where appropriate.

14 The linking of habitats and avoidance of the
fragmentation of landscapes.

15 The small field hedgerow character to the east of New
Brighton Road around the Ems Valley north of A27(T).

16 Sympathetic form, design and materials of any new or
replacement coastal defences.



Sustainable
Landscape

Children enjoying a guided
walk in Hollybank Woods.
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2 Settlement Pattern

Emsworth developed in the 13th Century around a newly
established market square (photo 1), with streams to the east
and west, a small sheltered anchorage to the south, and the
coast road to the north. The medieval street layout can still be
seen in the old town centre. The inlets were developed into
tidal millponds in the 18th century, creating strong boundaries
to the town centre.

Expansion initially followed the main routes with a major
extension to the north triggered by the coming of the railway
in the 1840s. The distinctive hour-glass shape was created by
development between the Horndean and New Brighton roads
which converged on North Street. Development was restricted
by the recreation ground (previously Emsworth Common) in
the west and the water meadows of the Ems valley in the
east. This pattern was consolidated by the single road bridge
under the railway. This bridge still forms a single pinch point
funnelling north-south traffic into the narrow and twisting
North Street. Relief from the increasing east-west traffic was
provided in 1974 by a short bypass, at the cost of splitting the
town in two. In 1988 the more northerly A27(T) finally relieved
the congestion that was choking the town.

Warblington had been the larger settlement in the Middle Ages and
when a Town Council was created in 1894 it was given the title of
Warblington Urban District Council (WUDC). Emsworth was
administered as a town with an independent spirit for 38 years. It
had its own town hall, built in 1900 to house the council offices, and
also a fire station. The Town Council oversaw a rapid expansion of
the settlement. In 1932, The WUDC was merged with neighbouring
Havant and Waterlooville to form a larger local authority.
Emsworth’s independent spirit, however, lives on as described in the
"Life in Emsworth’ section.

Emsworth is now a community of some 5,000 households, with a
town centre still framed and defined by the millponds to the east and
west and Chichester Harbour to the south. The wider settlement is
still separated from neighbouring communities by open space.

Building height varies throughout but is predominantly two storey.
Outside the central core, much of the earlier development was on
substantial plots. Even within the centre, larger houses had
significant gardens and cottages a strip at the back. There has always
been an element of infill but recently this has increased significantly.

Historically, commercial and industrial activities such as milling,
fishing and boat building have always been part of the community
with their buildings and yards located alongside residential
accommodation (photo 2), shops and a large number of public
houses. Even today commercial activities form part of the community
mix.

Some parts of Emsworth are low lying; their future will be informed
by the Shoreline Management Plan and Coastal Defence Strategies.

l‘ '
Old Town Hall

i I-nner_BS/pass

Map 6. Key features of settlement pattern based on
early road layout (shown in red)

Maps are based on Ordnance Survey data provided by HBC. "© Crown Copyright.
All rights reserved (LA100019217) (2006)."
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Emsworth’s Development
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1 Emsworth developed in the 13th Century around the market square, now St Peter's Square

2 Residential accommodation has always been intermixed with traditional core commercial and industrial activities




2 Settlement Pattern - continued

Strengths of Emsworth’s Settlement Pattern Design Considerations
Emsworth's settlement pattern has a number of strengths, which are
valued by both residents and visitors. These include:- 1 The strengths and distinctive characteristics of Emsworth’s

settlement pattern including: variety of buildings and
styles; sky brought right down into the town by open
spaces and water and relatively low building heights.

The wonderful range of buildings in terms of style, materials and
detailing which has been created by phases of infilling around earlier

development.

2 Density and scale of individual neighbourhoods. Skilful
The areas of open space, water and sky brought right into the town design can minimise impact. (See Photo 2 page 16 for a
by the two millponds (photo 1). The relatively low building height, good example of high density that is nevertheless well
which allows views and glimpses of sky, countryside and sea. integrated).
The variety of urban open spaces, which include the Square, the 3 Variety of open spaces and the contribution of gardens to
Churchyard, the Baptist Church Garden, the Memorial Garden, school greenery and space.
playing fields, recreation grounds, allotments, private gardens and v P .
courtyards and the foreshore walk. These spaces give an impression 4 Small scale "village atmosphere” with healthy mixture of
of openness and in many cases incorporate trees, shrubs, and other residential, commercial and industrial use.

greenery. They often have an informal or rural character which is
particularly valued (photo 2) and they provide opportunities for
recreation and reflection (photo 3). The car parks provide community
space for bigger events such as the Food Festival (photo 4).

The "village" atmosphere and sense of identity, which is partly
attributable to the healthy mixture of residential, commercial and
small-scale industrial use and partly to the way Emsworth is
separated from the surrounding settlements by countryside.

13



2 Informality of open spaces is highly valued

... and reflection

4 Car parks can provide space
for larger community events

14

1 Water and sky. Town Mill Pond



3 Built Environment

Emsworth’s built environment has evolved since the 13th
century into a unique inheritance with charm and variety
(see Pages 17-20). This variety greatly contributes to the
distinctive character and strong sense of identity of the town.
There is a wide range of building styles and materials and,
over generations the size and density of development has
been equally varied. There is a mix of cottages, larger houses,
compact estates of smaller houses, light industrial
development as well as shops and offices. It is the
juxtaposition of buildings of different kinds, with differing
functions, which helps to underpin a lively, changing
community.

This tremendous variety across Emsworth and even within small
areas means that it is not possible to identify features that are
standard throughout. The characteristics of the surrounding area
should provide the context within which the guidance provided by
the Design Considerations is applied to a specific site.

The town has many attractive and valuable buildings, already listed
under current statutory regulations, mostly but not only in the
Conservation Area. The Local List identifies buildings of architectural
and/or historical interest which do not qualify for statutory Listing
(photo 1). The identification of additional buildings is encouraged
(e.g. Threepwood, Record Road where PG Wodehouse once lived.)

Emsworth people want to pass on a built environment which will be
valued by future generations for the quality of its buildings, its
overall design, its sense of space and sky and its provision of a
setting for an inclusive, welcoming, community.

Opportunities

There is an opportunity with any new development to take the
initiative in design. In both business and residential, including
affordable housing, by using flair and imagination, a development
could become a positive contribution to our heritage (photo 2).

Pages 17-20 provide illustrations of the variety of features, fabric and
detail found in Emsworth.

Design Considerations

1 The variety which is so characteristic of Emsworth.

2 Preservation of buildings of historical or visual value.
Their use may need to change to reflect changing
requirements. (Photos 4)

3 The character of the street scene and nature of the
surrounding area (e.g. plot size and design of adjacent
buildings). This is of particular importance when the
location is widely visible.

15

10

1"

12

14

15

16

17

18

Buildings in scale within the context of the surrounding
buildings and located where they will not overwhelm their
surroundings. (Photos 2).

Buildings in scale with the small scale “village" character
of Emsworth.

Imaginative, innovative, and quality designs, incorporating
styles of the present age where appropriate so they can
take their place as part of the evolving history of
Emsworth. (Photo 3)

Silhouettes, including the roof line/skyline, which integrate
well with the surrounding buildings and the existing
skyline. Flat roofs are generally out of character. (Page 17)

Window and door openings in proportion with the
buildings themselves as well as reflecting the overall
setting. The size/proportions/materials and detailing of
replacements reflecting the originals. (Page 18)

Features such as chimneys or detailing where their
removal could detract from the appearance of the original
structure. (Pages 17,19)

Use of good quality materials, preferably local, which
respect the neighbouring properties, mellow with age and
can be easily maintained. For alterations and extensions
materials and workmanship that match or are of a similar
standard (e.g. pointing for brickwork). (Page 17)

Use of recycled materials from old buildings where it will
help maintain or enhance integrity. (Photo 5)

Up to date design, materials and construction in new
buildings to conserve energy and promote sustainability
without harming the townscape and character of the area.

Avoidance of ‘Mock’ styles, variety for variety's sake or
unrelated ornamental detailing, which serve no purpose
other than to attempt to camouflage inappropriate design
or materials.

Focal points and elements of surprise which enhance
character and identity. (Photo 6, Page 24)

Long stretches of blank frontages including large double
doors in residential and shopping areas which detract
from the street scene.

Access for people with disabilities whilst respecting the
nature of the building and its surroundings.

Courtyard entrances which permit access by emergency
and other large vehicular traffic for purposes of “off-
road” loading/unloading while still ensuring that the
buildings remain in keeping with the street scene.

Shop fascias and hanging signs whose size, proportion and
materials including lettering and illumination relate to the
building and its surrounds. (page 20)



1 There are many buildings of architectural and/or historic merit
worthy of inclusion in the Local List.

2 Traditional-style new developments in the Conservation Area
bring variety whilst respecting the character of the area
regarding scale, proportion and silhouette.
The materials used are good quality.

3 New buildings in Western Parade and Brent Court.
Imaginative designs which are not intrusive in the area.
Mock styles have
been avoided and
existing trees
retained.

4 Examples of
‘heritage” buildings
retained with change of use.

5 Recycled colonades
used in terraced
shop frontage in
North Street.




The following 4 pages show examples illustrating the variety of features, fabric and
detailing found in Emsworth.

Texture & Materials

Chimneys &
Rooflines
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3 Built Environment - continued

Gateways to Emsworth

Four main routes lead into Emsworth. Three of these, Havant,
Horndean and New Brighton Roads are long and straight with
detached houses set back from the road, offering wide, uncluttered
vistas. Open, tree-planted verges, especially at junctions, add to their
value as attractive and distinctive gateways into the town. The other
route, the Main Road coming in from the south east. Southleigh Road
to the north links the Horndean and New Brighton Roads.

(See Map 7 for locations).

1. Havant Road: running east/west through Emsworth is a historic
primary route from Chichester to Porchester and the main route
between Emsworth and the A27(T) junction at Warblington, with
views south across farmland. Several larger, mainly Victorian and
Edwardian, houses and the mature trees lining the road contribute to
a distinctive street scene. (Photos 1&3)

2. Horndean Road: dating back to the late 19th century, is the main
route into Emsworth from the northwest, with views across arable
farmland and Horndean recreation ground. Architecturally valued
Victorian and Edwardian houses are also sited along this road. There
are a number of mature trees close to the road frontage, which
contribute to the ambience. (Photo 3)

3. Southleigh Road: the houses along this connecting link road are
of varied age and style and many are set back and screened by trees
and hedges.

4. New Brighton Road: was constructed to serve the development
of New Brighton during the late 19th century and is now the
north/east feeder from Westbourne village to the A27(T) junction at
Warblington. Large Victorian and Edwardian houses of architectural
interest, large trees and mature gardens create a distinctive visual
character. (Photo 2)

5. Main Road Southbourne: the narrow road from Southbourne
suddenly opens out to views of the Slipper Mill Pond and Peter Pond.
At Hermitage Bridge, the road forks left up Queens Street into the old
town centre with the main road continuing up the tree-lined inner
bypass to the central roundabout. (Photo 4)

The railway and A27(T) also provide an early introduction to
Emsworth so the views they offer and their importance in this
respect should not be overlooked.

21

Design Considerations
In addition to those for the whole of Emsworth:-

19 The attractive and distinctive character of each of the
gateways to Emsworth.

20 The existing building and garden frontage lines and the
balance of hedges, fences, mature trees and verges.

21 Use of trees and hedges for screening new developments.

Map 7. Five Principal Routes

Maps are based on Ordnance Survey data provided by HBC. "© Crown Copyright.
All rights reserved (LA100019217) (2006)."



1 From the west (Havant Road)

Mature trees which are felled due to damage/disease
need to be replaced.

2 From the north (New Brighton Road)

Open, tree planted verges with older buildings set back.

3 Houses in
Horndean Road
and

Havant Road

Retain building and
garden frontage lines
and the presence of
hedges and trees.

22

Emsworth’s
Open Gateways

4 From the east (Main Road)

Wide uncluttered vistas leading to the town centre and the short bypass.



3 Built Environment - continued

Town Centre Conservation Area

The area of the town centre south of the A259, which is
within the Chichester Harbour AONB, was designated as a
Conservation Area in 1970 and upgraded in 1977 to
“Qutstanding” status. The historic core has a medieval street
layout with long narrow tenement plots. The re-build period of
the 17th to 19th centuries has mostly been of either merchant
type (two or three storeys with basement) (Photos 3 and 4) or
two storey cottages for fishermen (Photo 2). Much use is
made of brick and tile but stucco and slate are well
represented. There is a wonderful variety of building shapes
and sizes that reflect the mixture of residential, community,
retail, commercial and light industrial use (Photo 8). Many
buildings have been altered or extended and there has been
infill of individual houses and small developments (Photos 6
and 7). It is a lively shopping centre and a focus for the
community and as a result there is a high volume of
pedestrian and vehicular traffic.

Opportunities to enhance the Conservation Area

The streetscape of South Street, in the heart of the Conservation
Area, is marred by the loss of some buildings that originally fronted
the street to the west and an unsympathetically designed public
convenience that occupies a prime position. (Photo 5) This building
along with the open accesses to the adjacent car park, create an
unattractive area. A suitable development could reinstate the street
scene in that area, with an economic and attractive development in a
prominent position. Possibilities might include a larger public library
and/or small affordable housing units (such as sheltered housing for
the elderly) without losing car park space.

Opportunities to extend the Conservation Area

Certain areas, for example North Street (see page 25), might
benefit from designation as a conservation area.

23

Design Considerations
In addition to those for the whole of Emsworth:-

22 The continued preservation and enhancement of the
Conservation Area.

23 The potential for the more imaginative treatment of the
area to the west of South Street, with the provision of
replacement public conveniences in the overall scheme.

Map 8. Town Centre Conservation Area

Maps are based on Ordnance Survey data provided by HBC. "© Crown Copyright.
All rights reserved (LA100019217) (2006)."






3 Built Environment - continued

North Street Area

North Street, consisting of mainly 19th and early 20th century
buildings links the old town centre with the railway station.

As far as the built environment is concerned, North Street is less
visually attractive than the centre and some other parts of Emsworth
but no less important to the overall character of the town. There is a
good mix of residential, community, retail, commercial and light
industrial buildings, both old and new, opening up to a key, spacious,
main road junction. Many of the buildings on the western side are
of architectural and/or historic interest. These include:- the railway
station (photo 1), the old cottages which were the former Poor
House, the former Cottage Hospital, the parade of shops with its
colonnaded facade (photo 2) (the columns had been recycled from
Idsworth House),the original Post Office, Town Hall and Fire Station
(photo 3). The museum is now housed at 1st floor level of the Town
Hall. The eastern side has a wider variety of ages and styles. Further
north there are some cottages which pre-date the arrival of the
railway in 1845.

The area to the west consists of St James' Church and churchyard,
the Community Centre (originally St James’ Primary School), St
James’ Hall and a mixture of mainly terraced and semi-detached
Victorian and Edwardian houses (e.g. Church Path (photo 4) and the
eastern end of Victoria Road).

The area to the east of North Street has a dense mixture of
residential and light industrial buildings, which includes a small
modern industrial estate and older 19th century buildings. The
gasholder is loved or hated in equal measure and occupies a
significant site. (photo 5)

There are car parks to the rear of the shops on both sides of North
Street. Public transport is close by serving all of the above as well as
the Museum, Community Centre, Churches and the former Cottage
Hospital.

Despite problems in recent years, the North Street area is now
reviving and attracting more public support. It has potential but faces
a number of issues. These include the separation from the rest of the
Town Centre by the A259 (photo 6) and the general threat which
national multiple shops pose to small traders.

One problem has been a lack of cohesion in the standard of building
design, exemplified by the large Tesco shop front, which is out of
scale and character with the rest of the area.

Some of the historically and architecturally valuable buildings (such
as the old Town Hall) could be at risk from redevelopment.

25

Design Considerations
In addition to those for the whole of Emsworth :-

24 The opportunity for change or redevelopment around the
A259 junction with North Street to reduce the divisive
effects that the A259 has on the town centre.
(INlustration 6 photo & map).

25 The contribution made by the historically and
architecturally valuable buildings such as the old Town
Hall (photo 3).

Map 9. North Street Area

Maps are based on Ordnance Survey data provided by HBC. "© Crown Copyright.
All rights reserved (LA100019217) (2006)."
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A259/North Street junction.
A sensitive site where development is likely to occur.

Railway station buildings.

Shopping area. Historically interesting.

0Old Municpal centre.
Buildings of great merit. Gas Holder/Residential/Light Industrial

Church Path.

Victorian complex,
terraced housing,
former school

and church.
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3 Built Environment - continued

Residential Areas

Beyond the town centre it is possible to identify five distinct
residential areas. Each has its own character but they all display a
variety of age and design; it is essential that this variety is
maintained.

Many of the features characteristic to Emsworth appear in more than
one area. For example, there are a number of larger houses, often
Edwardian or Victorian. In some cases these are on fairly large plots.
Increasingly there are developments where the house (or houses) is
(are) replaced by a block of flats or a large number of smaller
properties. This brings a significant change to the character of the
neighbourhood.

1. North of Southleigh Road: Quiet suburbia, which seems very
remote from the rest of Emsworth. There are older and larger
properties on Hollybank and Long Copse Lanes, but many properties
are post 1960s, mainly small detached and terraced houses and
bungalows. A large area of social housing was built in the early
1980's.

2. East of New Brighton Road: Quiet suburban semi-open area of
mixed housing. Many of the older properties at the southern end
(e.g. Westbhourne Avenue) are of character. This area borders onto
open fields in the Chichester/Emsworth Gap with a footpath linking
Westbourne with Emsworth centre.

3. Triangle formed by Horndean Road, New Brighton Road and
Southleigh Road: Many of more recent origin with intimate areas
and generally of a similar style, including bungalows, semi-detached
and detached houses.

4. West of North St. and north of Havant Road: This area best
illustrates the phases in the expansion of Emsworth from east to
west. It includes late 19th and early 20th century terraced and semi-
detached houses and a few detached properties, 1930-1960 social
housing including a few blocks of 3-storey flats, Victorian and
Edwardian villas with modern infilling, bungalow estates and small
1960's estates in cul-de-sacs and a social services care centre in a
park like setting.

5. South of Havant Road: A variety of mainly individually designed
19th and 20th century houses with some infilling. Extending
westwards there are more recent estates of buildings of more
uniform design. There are a number of “colonial” villas set back in
large plots of land, particularly on the western side of Beach Road at
the southern end. These are of architectural interest and contribute to
the character of the area.

Design Considerations
In addition to those for the whole of Emsworth:-

26 The varied and distinctive character of each of the five
distinct residential areas beyond the town centre.

27 For larger properties, which play a significant role in the
character of an area, conversion rather than demolition
would help to retain their character and make for more
sustainable use of materials.

Map 10. Five Distinct Residential Areas

Maps are based on Ordnance Survey data provided by HBC. "© Crown Copyright.
All rights reserved (LA100019217) (2006)."

27



Variety of Styl
ariety of Styles rren

Hollybank Lane.
Detached houses and bungalows
set back in mature setting.

North of Southleigh Road.
Large area of social housing.

Area 3

East of New Brighton Road
(Westbourne Avenue).

Many older properties of character.
Triangle formed by Horndean Road,

Area 2
New Brighton Road and Southleigh Road.

Semi-secluded area of modern houses. New Brighton Road.
Distinctive visual character.

East/West expansion.
Mixed development with some bungalow estates.

Victoria Road.

An area of social housing.
Area 4 Park Crescent. A more recent individually
designed house using traditional materials .

South of Havant Road.
Larger estates of one style.

Area 5

‘Colonial’ villas
set back in
large plots of land.
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3 Built Environment - continued

Street Furniture and Security Lighting

In some places, signs, utilities, advertisements and other items of
street furniture are intrusive and detract from the overall character of
the area. (photo 1). Initiatives to rationalize street signs and reduce
clutter would be a valuable contribution both to road safety and to
visual character. The increasing use of security lighting can be
intrusive and contribute to light pollution.

Trees and Landscaping

Trees, shrubs, hedges, private gardens, grass verges and other green
spaces contribute greatly to the visual impact, historic character and
appearance of Emsworth (photo 2). Although trees bordering the
main roads are, on occasion, sporadic, the overall effect is of tree-
lined avenues, forming effective sound barriers, good screening and a
termination to the view (photo 3). Large mature trees, which contrast
with and define space, are a particular feature along the several
roads with special tree-lined character (eg Havant Road and part of
New Brighton Road). Larger trees and wooded areas form part of the
settlement as viewed from the water (photo 4) as well as enhancing
views within the town itself. Gardens both front and back contribute
to the overall character.

Mature and significant trees are being lost to natural causes and
development. A number of individual trees or groups of trees have
Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) but there are many more that
warrant protection, not least from “infilling” development within
private gardens. New developments sometimes lead to the loss of
mature trees, even those with TPOs. A tree warden scheme has been
re-established in cooperation with HBC's Tree Officer and the Tree
Council. Tree Wardens provide opportunities to ensure that proper
consideration is given where the removal of trees is proposed and to
encourage improvements in the level of tree cover in the community.

Hedgerows are just as important as trees in their amenity and
wildlife value but have less protection. Hedgerows abutting farmland
do have limited protection. Examples of such hedgerows in
Emsworth are along the western end of Havant Road and the
northern end of Horndean Road at the junction with Southleigh
Road.

Green space in the form of private gardens is being lost both from
backland development and from converting gardens into parking
areas. Conversions to hard standing are often out of keeping with the
area and potentially harmful to the environment. Poor drainage may
lead to increased surface water run-off and possibly even flooding in
some areas, such as north of Havant Road. Such impact can be
minimised by encouraging the use of materials which will withstand
wear and also allow natural drainage into the ground. Soft
landscaping helps to reduce the visual impact.

29

Design Considerations

28 Sensitive and judicious use of street furniture, signs and
advertisements helps to keep clutter to a minimum and
enhances the character of the environment.

29 Re-routing of services underground where the opportunity
arises.

30 Light pollution from external lighting, including security
lighting, kept to a minimum.

31 Use of bollards only where necessary for public safety.

Design Considerations

32 Significance of trees, groups or avenues of trees, and
hedges, particularly along roads, which have a special
character owing to their large mature trees.

33 Replacement of any felled TPO tree by planting
appropriate species on an agreed site in the same locality.

34 Tree and hedge planting to maintain and augment the
historic planting, both along the approach roads to
Emsworth and within the built environment, using an
appropriate mix of species.

35 Use of landscaping to soften the impact of industrial and
other developments where appropriate.

36 Use of environmentally friendly designs and materials to
reduce the detrimental impact of hard standing for cars
and other vehicles (photo 5).



5 The impact of hard standings minimized
by use of eco-friendly materials.



4 Life in Emsworth

Unlike many of the smaller settlements around Chichester
Harbour, Emsworth has avoided becoming just another pretty
waterside dormitory. The town centre, although divided by the
A259, is a bustling, concentrated mix of shops and services,
pubs, restaurants and other businesses interspersed with
residences. One of Emsworth’s most valued characteristics is
that many residents can meet a wide range of daily needs
without using a car. The harbour is a major focus as a popular
sailing centre whilst still supporting some historic industries. It
is these features, in a wide-open harbour setting, which
attract the many short and longer-term visitors. The resulting
vitality engendered by the overall interaction of shoppers,
business people, craftsmen and those at leisure all rubbing
shoulders in a setting of historic, nautical charm gives the
town its unique appeal as a vibrant working town.

Many people who are part of the Emsworth community live
just across the border in West Sussex. It is therefore important
that any planning decisions take account of their impact on
this wider community.

Home Town

The shops are well supported and, in the main, independently run
having survived being displaced by national chains. (Photo 1)

'Home Towns' are defined as those retaining the most local identity.
The ‘Clone Town Britain' survey (National Economic Forum 2005)
acknowledges that Emsworth has fared better than most small towns
in this respect being rated in the top 10 of 103 ‘Home Towns'
surveyed in England.

The compact, independent nature of the town centre enables
residents to meet most of their everyday needs and social contact
within a small area and provides the sustainability benefit of
community cohesion. Residents feel a strong sense of identity and
involvement and great importance is attached to Emsworth’s ‘village
atmosphere’ and ‘community spirit.” (Photo 2)

Vibrant Economy

Residents of Emsworth as well as those from outlying villages see
Emsworth as a centre for shopping, leisure and other services. Core
shops need this wider support. Specialist businesses draw people
from an even greater catchment area thus benefiting these core
shops and the wider community. The right kind of new businesses,
which ideally complement the existing shops and services need to be
encouraged. With the right balance of specialist businesses, shops
and services providing daily needs, Emsworth can thrive. (Photo 3)
There is little substantial food production within Emsworth'’s
boundaries but produce from the immediate surrounding area is
available through its shops, e.g. free-range pork from West Ashling
and beef from Chichester Harbour grazing marshes, watercress from
Hambrook and milk from Warblington Castle Dairy as well as locally
grown fruit and vegetables — a sustainability factor in terms of ‘food
miles’. The independent nature of Emsworth’s retailers puts them in a
good position to develop this trend as and when other local produce
becomes available.

31

Balanced community

A community is reliant on a good mix of residents in terms of age,
skills, interests and needs. To achieve this a variety of accommodation
is required. This should range from houses for larger families through
to smaller flats. There needs to be affordable housing, sheltered
accommodation and residential homes. Such facilities need to be well
integrated into the overall community rather than massed together in
a few streets or squeezed into outlying corners.

The current balance between commercial, retail and residential use is
just about right and Emsworth is fortunate to have a high level of
employment at present.

Emsworth has a low crime rate although there are occasional
instances of vandalism and anti-social behaviour. These can often be
attributed to boredom and facilities such as the new skatepark are
already addressing the issue. There is still, however, a lack of
children’s playgrounds, particularly in the southern part of Emsworth.
Youth facilities are also sadly lacking.

The playing fields are well used — to capacity on occasions.
Recreation space to the east of Horndean Road and to the south of
Horndean Road/Emsworth Common Road junction has yet to be
implemented.

Play space needs to be designed into new developments in such a
way that younger children can play safely under the watchful eyes of
parents without the needs for long treks to centralised facilities.






4 Life in Emsworth - continued

Groups and Associations

Emsworth is probably unusual in having such a wide range of
community and voluntary involvement. The Community Board (Photo
1), well supported Residents' Association and active Business
Association also strongly support the community in their different
ways. The Emsworth Community Association Centre is heavily used as
a venue for a wide variety of clubs, societies and other organisations.
Churches of several denominations have active congregations and
together they support the ecumenical Pastoral Centre (Photo 3) at
the heart of Emsworth, where people can meet informally for coffee
and conversation. There are other locations, which also provide
venues for the community (e.g. the Baptist Hall, St James' Parish Hall
and the Emsworth Centre in South Street).

There are two active and popular sailing clubs with full social and
sailing programmes. Both sailing clubs use the Town Mill Pond and
the Harbour for the training of junior sailors. These programmes have
ensured that many young Emsworth sailors compete at national and
international level. (Photo 6)

The well-supported Horticultural Society provides support for
gardeners and allotment holders. It also organises the annual
Emsworth Show, which attracts large crowds of mostly local people.
(Photo 5)

Allotments are well used, plots rarely staying empty for long. Infilling
with new homes, having tiny gardens or none at all, is bound to
increase the demand. (Page 14, Photo 3)

The well-established Food Festival, instigated and organised by local
people, attracts very large numbers of visitors and is also greatly
enjoyed by the local community. (Photo 4)

Local people are involved in a range of nature conservation groups
within Emsworth and its surroundings. Groups managing these areas
play a large part in raising public awareness about wildlife
conservation by organizing leisure and educational activities for both
schools and the wider community. In the 2004 survey, 87% of
respondents considered nature conservation areas to be highly
important features of Emsworth.
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Design Considerations

1

Designing for maximum pedestrian use in all parts of the
town, including the urban spaces, will help create
welcoming and safe environments.






